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Testimony

Frances

I don’t remember the exact time I started going to church; however, I do re-
member that I’ve been going since I was at least in first grade. When I first went to
Sunday school, I was the only girl there, mainly because the service my parents were
going to was the early morning service. I didn’t like being so discriminated gender-
wise, and it didn’t help that I was a generally introverted person. But...despite my
uncomfortable-ness in Sunday School, I still went there every Sunday morning with-
out complaint.

My name is Frances. I’'m 14 years old, a freshman at Monta Vista High, and I
regularly attend the English Congregation in the 4™ Home Of Christ.

I really don’t know how I came to believe in Jesus Christ. All my life, I lacked
opinion. I listened to what others said and thought, but in the end, whenever some-
body asked me for my opinion, I’d almost always say “I don’t know.” My own opin-
ions would form off of what other people thought. I guess that’s how I came to know
and believe in Jesus. I grew up that way in a Christian family. My parents’ strong
beliefs in Christianity rubbed off onto me...so I just did.

Yes, I believe in God. But if anyone asked me why I believed in God when I was
still a naive, clueless little girl, I wouldn’t have been able to come up with a good rea-
son. The most I could say would probably be “He died for our sins on the cross”,
which is actually a good reason. But it’d be different if I had to explain my beliefs
and opinion to people who didn’t share my religion. The most I could say then would
probably be “Because my mommy said so”.

I cruised through my childhood, naive and clueless about life. I watched TV,
and I was amazed at how much drama somebody could have in any given life. My
life was pretty much perfect; I had great friends, my grades were decent, my parents
weren’t annoying or naggy, and boys had cooties.

In 8" grade, something finally happened. I had a friend; she was one of my
greatest friends in life. But she was also a busy girl doing her extracurricular activi-
ties, and had almost no time to hang out with me. It was during that time she started
to spend her brunch and lunch in school playing and practicing basketball, her ex-
tracurricular activity.
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All in all, I was disturbed by the fact she would give up spending time with me
for basketball. It was actually a little more complicated than this, but for the sake of
the length of this testimony, I’ll just keep it like that. As a result, I had a mix of feel-
ings. I felt really angry towards my friend at first. Then, when I tried being rational,
I felt guilty for being angry at her to begin with. And then I’d feel depressed for no
reason. It wasn’t like she never showed up during brunch and lunch—she still de-
voted some of her time to be with me and our little group of friends.

Deep down, I’ve always known that God would be there for me in any crisis.
But I never actually went through that feeling. The feeling of reassurance and hope,
even in the time of great despair. What happened between me and my friend wasn’t
that drastic or a great big deal. However, when I turned to God for help during my
bipolar depression, I felt it for the first time. I had another one of my friends there
for me; she tried to help me get over this silly thing. But it wasn’t enough to help me
feel better. The next Sunday when I went to church, I poured out my heart to God. I
was able to let go all of my feelings and I felt truly happy for the first time. I praised
and looked up to God for help—and in turn, the Holy Spirit told me that this was a
silly thing to worry about.

There was another time when I got angry at another friend. She was being
somewhat rude and unappreciative towards me, and I didn’t like it. I realized that
maybe something was troubling her to begin with, but it angered me even more to
know that I was the person she chose to take out her own anger on. When she real-
ized her mistake, she came to me for forgiveness. I forgave her...but I still felt a tad
bit angry, and I refused to speak to her. Then came another Sunday...and the Holy
Sprit inside me made me come to realize that...this was a really pathetic thing to get
so worked up about, and that it wasn’t worth losing a friendship for. As soon as I
came home from church, I called her up to tell her that I forgave her.

Yes. I realize that 8™ grade was only the beginning of the drama that would
take place in my life, just like in any other TV show. But, unlike the characters in the
TV shows, I realize that I’d be able to cope better with the situations, knowing that I
have someone to talk to, someone who has a plan for me and my life, and someone
who will eventually make things all better, as part of His plan. By turning to God, I
can remember all the things He’s done for us. Because of that, I was able to forgive
so many times, and God’s shaped me to become the person I am today. Now, if some-
one, regardless of religion, asks me why I have faith in God, I can say that because
He sent his one and only Son to die on the cross for us to forgive us of our sins, and
that alone should be reason enough.

There were so many times, chances that I had for me to become baptized.



Every time there was a baptism, I backed out. I thought I wasn’t ready, and
every time I backed out, I realized, that in reality, I really had no clue what was
holding me back. I believed, and still do, in Jesus. I’ve always believed that Jesus
died on the cross to save my sins. But...I guess, that in order to qualify for baptism,
you had to go full out. You had to really feel it, and you had to be able to be identi-
fied as hardcore Christian in order to be able to be baptized. That’s what I thought
what it meant to be baptized. And, really, I did feel all of that in 8" grade. I was
pretty hardcore last year. And yet, I backed out, and I missed my chances to become
baptized so many times.

I considered getting baptized again in October 2007... But I felt different. I
spent the past summer in Taiwan. In Taiwan, there wasn’t a church I could go to.
My mom went to the church she went to in her childhood life, but I didn’t feel com-
fortable going to a church where I couldn’t really understand what was being
preached, so in the end, I didn’t have a church to go to. And the connection I felt I
had with God in 8" grade deteriorated. This didn’t coordinate with what I thought it
meant to be baptized.

In the beginning of this month, teacher Diane (Diane ZFfi) helped me come to

a realization that...being a hardcore, extroverted Christian wasn’t what it was
about. Being baptized was simply just accepting and believing Jesus. It was telling
the world that you’re a follower of Christ, and that you’d go past and beyond as far
as you can to spread the good news. It was opening your heart to Christ, and letting
God do His work and complete his purpose with me. Even though I felt as though my
connection with God wasn’t as close as it was before, I realized that it was because I
didn’t open myself up to Him.

I want to thank Diane [ for always being there for me. She’s always sup-

porting, caring, and kind towards me. She’s someone I can look up to with my great-
est respect, and her compassion all together makes her a better person. If it hadn’t
been for her, I probably wouldn’t be standing here giving this testimony today.
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Sally Chung

Be{ore [ accepted Jesus as my Savior, [ went to church often and
Jolned VBS. | pretty much grew up in a Christian family in which al-
wmost all of my relatives were believers. | didn't really understand why |
went to chureh though. There was a day after school when | was in et
grade, and [ remember walking home that day and seeing an elderly
man who was passing out Bibles for people who came out of my school. |

don * t remember if [ had beew a believer that day, but [ hope to serve oth-
ers in the unique way God has blessed wme with.

The time that (realized that [ needed Jesus was when, at Sunday
school in May, we were dolng a Little booklet about accepting Jesus. The
first Sunday, we were to say a prayer. ( didn't since ( didn't know ex-

actly why we were doing it because | wasw * t taking it serlously. The
next week came anod ( prayed that prayer. As  did, | realized just how
much (didn't understand about me going to church. | suddenly real-
ized that being a believer took more than just going to church. There was
going to be many steps of faith and cholces for me Later on.

Psalm 19:14 was a verse that helped we understand that bap-
tism was pretty much just the beginning of being a follower of Jesus.
M@y the wordls of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be pleasing
n Your sight, O Lord my Rock and my Redeemer.

[ was starting to understand that every wmoment of my Life was
planned to praise God and try to Llead the sheep to the Shepard.

[ think that it was a great opportunity for me to have read the
40 Days of Purpose by Rick Warren. After reading the first day, ( was
beginning to wonder if | really understood why God had put us own this



earth. | was starting to realize that even though | was saved, there are

people out there who don * t even know that there was Someone made a
precious choice to die for them and that He is coming again. They had
no Lolea that there would be a time tn which Jesus would rise again and
we would finally have a reconnected relationship with God in Heaven.

Even though [ had sprained my ankle a week, before baptism and |
had crutches, [ knew that God wanted we to go ahead with the baptism
even though ( was not fully well. Some of the people that [ knew did not
disagree about wme getting baptized even if [ had an injury. Goo was
telling wme that baptism was a very bmportant step of faith. He was tell-
ing me that even though [ had sprained my ankle a week before Decem-
ber z0th, [ should still get baptized since | had decioed to do it a couple of
months ago. God is trying to help me understand and trust to see his
plans in a positive way because he knows what is best for me and for
others. Gool shines and wants wme to serve others for his purpose.

[ constoered baptism since | understood that baptism was a public
declaration from the inside out of my tnward belief in Jesus dying on
the cross, being buried, and thew resurvected to be with the Father.

-------------------------------------------------- 006 660



22

A E

Baptism Testimony

Sarah

I grew up in a Christian family so I was able to attend Church pretty often.
Before we moved back to California from Texas a few years back, I didn't pay much
attention in Church. I realize now that most of the people in my Sunday School class
knew more about the Bible than I did. Whenever we played Jeopardy or the teacher
asked questions, I wouldn't know half the answers, even if the teacher had told us the
answers in the lessons before.

I noticed after I moved that people who aren't Christians have something miss-
ing in their lives, and don't have the joy that we have from God. Like the passage in
Job 8, people who are godless trust in fragile things. When they get into difficult
situations, they turn to these things for support, but they give way and don't hold.
Sometimes when I prayed to God, the things that I asked for didn't happen. I would
wonder why, but then something else would happen that would make me grateful
that what I had asked for didn't happen. God was telling me to trust Him.

Once when I read Hebrews 11:1, ''Now faith is being sure of what we hope for
and certain of what we do not see,'" I tried to figure out if that was true in my life
about God. I'm not sure if that was the right thing to do at the time, but it was true.
If God hadn't had me read The Purpose Driven Life, I wouldn't be entirely sure
about whether or not I was giving my life to God.

Jesus really made a difference in my life. I used to not even want to go to
Church, but he changed the way I felt about it by letting me move to a different envi-
ronment. Something that I kept remembering was that everything in my life is there
for a reason. The problems in my family brought me closer to God, instead of push-
ing me away from Him. I ended up depending on Him for strength and comfort.
These trials reminded me that god alone is the Rock Eternal, and that I should place
all of my trust in Him. I used to worry a lot, but now I'm trying to bear in mind that
God is in control, and that my life is in His hands. Like my mother said, God will
work in His ways at just the right time. He is never too late and never too early.
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